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They welcomed the 'soul' because it did not make
any demands on their critical intelligence and provided
them with an outlet for the inhibitions brought about by
an increasingly mechanical civilization. Spengler's 'me-
galopolitan' gave himself up to the 'soul' as one of the
forms of passive relaxation (like novel-reading, the wire-
less, or the cinema) which constitutes the modern city-
dweller's most favourite week-end occupation. A Sun-
day-Soul and Buddha-for-the-week-end became the che-
rished possessions of countless Europeans whose main
activity during the remaining six days of the week con-
sisted in acquiring wealth and to outdo their neighbours
in crookedness and deception.

The significance of Count Keyserling and Rene Gue-
non in this context consists in the fact that both of them
utilized this Eastern revival to bring about a revaluation
of individual standards of conduct and morality. Both of
them alike appealed to the elite in terms*of eastern philo-
sophy and traditional religion; both treated the common
man with contempt and founded esoteric 'schools* and
'movements' on the basis of an aristocratic exclusiveness
and intellectual superiority. The influence of Keyserling,
especially on the German intelligentsia after the last war,
was short-lived but intense; Guenon's influence is still a
matter of conjecture: it was certainly limited to a much
smaller number of 'followers' but was more definite and
lasting in character. Both were intensely and sincerely
concerned with the problem of civilization and the dec-
line of the West, and both attempted to transform the
wisdom of the East into individual awareness. Their in-
sistence on the traditional values of the East and their re-
jection of western progress (at least in its material impli-